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the falling of the Bastille it was the Declaration of Pilnitz
that made him tremble for humanity. The one event split
the first blood in a revolution which transfigured France,
and made her liberation crimson. The other was the first
murmur of the fear and arrogance of palaces, to be followed
by the Brunswick Manifesto and the invasion of France.
In the midst of these events Burke saw danger to civilisation
nowhere but in the new and strange shape of a lawless
political enthusiasm, which he pictured as Anarchy marching-
through Europe. What Fox feared was not this new-born
hope of freedom and happiness, but the much older monster
of conquest and ambition, which had already laid its grasp
on distracted Poland, and now threatened with the same
fate distracted France. If Burke foresaw the Empire, Fox
foresaw the Holy Alliance, and the Congress of Aix-la-
Chapelle. The principles Burke hated and dreaded became
ultimately the foundation of Western Liberalism. The
dangers Fox dreaded have been a constant menace to
national freedom. Burke triumphed; the nation listened
and believed; he led a rabble, and won the unwelcome
admiration of the King. In the Revolutionary wars of
twenty years, which made and unmade states and frontiers,
and left a black and riven Europe, first one side and then
the other fought in the name of the right to settle the
destinies of foreign nations. Fox was beaten and all but a
small remnant of his life was spent in preaching to men
whose ears were deaf. But for a century the Liberals of
Europe have embraced the great doctrine of nationalism
which he first maintained, and for the greater part of that
century England chose as the settled basis of her policy
the wisdom which the wise men of Fox's day rejected.
The French Revolution opened the century in which
nationality as a principle won its place in political opinion.
Fox championed that principle fearlessly in its first clash
with the old world. It was largely his vivid sense of
nationalism, his jealous belief that England had a very
special civilisation of her own, that made him insist from